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^1 . ' The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs 
of 35 U.S-C- 102 that form the basis for the rejections under 
this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in 
this or a foreign country or in public use or on sale in this country, 
more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the 
United States. 

2. Claims 2-4 and 6-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
being anticipated by The Admitted Prior Art (APA) . The APA 
teaches flow rate measuring device (Figs. 39-45) comprising: a 
post located in a fluid passage and extending across a part of 
the fluid flow; a measuring duct (130, 131, 102, 129, 140, 171) 
including a fluid introduction port with an elongated shape 
confronting .a flow direction of the fluid flow and a first pair 
of generally smooth, converging inner wall surfaces, narrowing 
toward a downstream direction of the fluid flow, each of the 
smooth inner wall surfaces having a profile, in a cross-section 
parallel to the fluid flow direction and parallel to the post, 
and a single hole downstream of the fluid introduction port and a 
flow rate detector (31, 121, 162b) located in the measuring duct 
wherein the measuring duct has a fluid introduction port (20, 
170a) with an curved elongated shape and confronting a flow 
direction of the flow, the measuring duct having at least one 
portion located between the fluid introduction port and the flow 
rate detector substantially smoothly narrowing, i.e, inner wall 
surface narrowing, toward a downstream direction of the flow in a 
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longitudinal direction of the elongated shape, and the measuring 
duct has a single hole in the at least one portion; wherein the 
introduction port has a length in the longitudinal direction and 
width in a transverse direction, transverse to the longitudinal 
direction, the longitudinal length being substantially at least 
twice the width. 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms 
the basis for all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office 
action : 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically 
disclosed or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the 
differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the 
prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary 
skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability 
shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 17 and 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 

being unpatentable over the APA in view of Shockley (US Pat 
2,509,889). Claims differ from the APA with the recitation of a 
measuring duct having a first pair of generally smooth converging 
inner wall surfaces including an inflection point. Shockley 
discloses a measuring duct having a first pair of generally 
smooth converging inner wall surfaces including an inflection 
point (Fig. 2) for the purpose of increasing the thermal 
sensitivity of thermistors in a an altimeter. It would have been 
obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have a measuring duct having a first pair 
of generally smooth converging inner wall surfaces including an 
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inflection point in the APA as taught by Shockley for the purpose 
of increasing the thermal sensitivity of thermistors in a an 
altimeter . 

5. Claims 17 and 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over The APA in view of Bonne (US Pat 
5,249,462). Claims differ from the APA with the recitation of a 
measuring duct having a first pair of generally smooth converging 
inner wall surfaces including an inflection point. Bonne 
discloses a measuring duct having a first pair of generally 
smooth converging inner wall surfaces including an inflection 
point (Fig. 1) for the purpose of eliminating particle bounces 
directed toward the flow sensor. It would have been obvious to 
one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to have a measuring duct having a first pair of 
generally smooth converging inner wall surfaces including an 
inflection point in the APA as taught by Bonne for the purpose of 
eliminating particle bounces directed toward the flow sensor. 

6. Applicant's arguments filed 11-22-02 have been fully 
considered but they are not persuasive. Applicant's arguments 
fail to comply with 37 CFR 1.111(b) because they amount to a 
general allegation that the claims define a patentable invention 
without specifically pointing out how the language of the claims 
patentably distinguishes them from the references. Applicant's 
amendment necessitated the new ground (s) of rejection presented 
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in this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. 
See MPEP § 706.07(a) . Applicant is reminded of the extension of 
time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). A shortened 
statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire 
THREE MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event 
a first reply is filed within TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of 
this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until 
after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then 
the shortened statutory period will expire on the date the 
advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the 
advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period 
for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to Examiner 
Dickens whose telephone number is (703) 305-7047. Any inquiry of 
a general nature or relating to the status of this application 
should be directed to the receptionist or the customer service 
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representative whose telephone numbers are (703) 308-0956 or 
(703) 308-4800 respectively. The fax numbers are (703) 305-3431 
and (703) 305-3432. 
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